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Hyman, Mac Time for Sergeants 
Random House. Oct. 1954. 214p. $2.95. 


Will Stockdale and his lived happily back the 
hills Georgia until the man came bouncing over the 
hill with notice Will from the draft board. 
course didn’t get serve the notice; took few 
shots him and convinced him take quick ride 
back But few days later reinforcements 
arrived, and Will decided he’d better off peacefully. 
And Will Stockdale became Private Will Stockdale, 
unassigned, then Air Corps. Unfortunately, the Army 
and the Air Corps did little change but Will 
did quite bit change the Army. 


That’s the plot. might just well start own 
comments the book with one big gripe. read 
most through Saturday afternoon and went 
jolly party that night. the party had explain 
each friends that was not getting cold, not 
getting over cold, but slightly hoarse from bellowing 
laughs all afternoon. This is, think, the funniest 
book that has been written since Hitler marched against 
Poland. (That seems like date. Some- 
body must have written one funnier before that; just 
never came across it.) 


The book written combination the styles 
Damon Runyon and Ring Lardner, but imita- 
tion either. Mr. Hyman has married his sense 
the absurd with just the right degree literary naivété 
produce the most perfect blending the illiterate 
with the screamingly funny have ever come across. 
should remark, fairness Mac Hyman, that 
reading humor has covered darn near everything 
that has been written English American since the 
beginning the century. putting him, therefore, 
high long list good people.) Whereas the work 
Cobb seemed carry too high rate literacy and 
the work Runyon occasionally too low rate, think 
Mac Hyman has hit the blend right smack the 
middle. like collect individual scenes from novels 
which think the best particular type involved. 
(Like the introduction Scobie Greene’s The Heart 
the Matter, the seduction Waugh’s Vile 
Bodies—close the funniest single scene ever written.) 
From Mac Hyman interview with the psy- 
chologist one the rare prizes have come across. 
matter what else you read this year, any other 
year, for heaven’s sake read Time for Sergeants. 


Tell your friends read it, and buy beaucoup copies 
for presents. It’s the greatest. And you should read 
this and find that isn’t really enjoyable all, don’t 
worry about it. Just sit back and continue sun your- 
self the light coming through the bars. Someone 
will along throw you some peanuts few 


minutes. 
UNIVERSITY Frank O’Gorman, 
NOTRE DAME Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Book and Classification Author 


Hyman, Mac 
Warner, Sylvia 
Haydn, Richard 


Time for Sergeants (Ila) 

The Flint Anchor (IIb) 

The Journal Edwin Carp (Ila) 

Realities American Foreign 
Policy (Ila) 

Philosophy Our Time (Ila) 

Shroud Darkness 

Madeleine—Young Wife 

They Called Him Stonewall (1) 

MacArthur: 1941-1951 

Black Power 

Devices and Desires (IIb) 

Most Likely Succeed 

Royal Intrigue (IIb) 

The White and the Gold 

Down with Skool (I) 

Marriage for Three (Ila) 

The Silver Oar (IIb) 

Night the Strangers (1) 

The Gray Captain (Ila) 

Giveaway (IV) 

Strategy: The Indirect Approach (Ila) Liddell 

Small Town (IIb) Traver, Robert 

Public Education Under Criticism (Ila) Scott, Winfield 

Perilous Journeys Hercule Poirot Agatha 

Father McNabb Reader Nugent, Francis 

Thoreau (Ila) Condry, William 

The Man Who Made Wine (Ila) Scott, 

Theology—A Course for College 
Students. Volume III, The Mystical 
Christ 


Kennan, George 
Baruch, Bernard 
Lorac, 
Henrey, Mrs. Robert 
Davis, Burke 
Willoughby, Charles 
Wright, Richard 
Robertson, Arnot 
Dos Passos, John 
Anthony, Evelyn 
Costain, Thomas 
William, Geoffrey 
Seiffert, Elizabeth 
Breslin, Howard 
Stover, Herbert 
Wheelwright, Jere 
Fisher, Steve 


Fernan, John 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
Il. Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. IV. Not Recommended Any 
Class Reader. 


Warner, Sylvia Townsend The Flint Anchor 
Viking. Sept. 27, 1954. 314p. $3.75. 

Miss Warner reports that one the skeletons her 
ancestral closet great-great-grandfather whose wife 
left him after the birth son and whose memory 
thenceforth was obliterated the family. this 
tradition she has based The Flint Anchor, set the 
nineteenth century and reminiscent treatment 
well material the novelists that time. 


Looking beyond the historic fact, however, the story 
finds explanation this relative’s disappearance 
the character and conduct his father-in-law, John 
Barnard, who dominates the book with personality 
well symbolized the flint anchor crest above the 
family home Loseby, Norwich. This narrow, staid, 
conservative tyrant lives world petty circumspec- 
tion that might well have been drawn Jane Austen. 


marries Julia, Scotch girl, chiefly solve his 
housekeeping problems, and all his other actions are 
equally self-centered. She bears him eleven children, 
plus several miscarriages, and then gradually finds 
escape Madeira, rum, and lying bed under the 
guise ill health. None this deterioration has 
induced, however, registers with John; too pre- 
occupied with the office and blind devotion his 
third daughter, Mary, that eclipses all other marital 
matters. 


Joseph suspended Cambridge and runs off the 
West Indies. Two other sons die. Euphemia forced 
forego happiness her father’s disapproval her 
handsome suitor. These are passing incidents John; 
only Mary can penetrate the paternal shell. When she 
falls love with Thomas Kettle and accepts marriage 
cottage with him, the father’s initial despair suc- 
ceeded respectable aloofness that actually covers 
steady contention regain her. Victory comes 
through false charge sodomy against Thomas, who 
then flees mysterious death Spain. 


Mary thus returns, but series subsequent tragedies 
gradually disintegrates the entire family brings 
John climactic enlightenment. Darwell, the chil- 
dren’s old nurse, follows her mistress into alcoholism. 
Euphemia deserts Flint Anchor for life the con- 
tinent. surge self-assertion Julia reveals John 
that she not sick but drunkard—a fact everyone 
but her husband has known for twenty years—and de- 
nounces him for destroying everything that impeded 
Mary’s complete absorption him. 


Not even Julia’s death, however, shows John the truth 
about himself forcefully Mary’s later marriage 
the new curate, Peter Culver. Afraid without 
her, John agrees rent Flint Anchor and live the 
rectory. There comes lonely, belated, and 
penitent realization that has ruined everyone’s life, 
including his own, and sacrificed both his wife and his 
children because idolatry Mary that was ulti- 
mately selfish motive. 


From detached view the story has all the romantic 
improbability Bronté conception, yet unrelent- 
ing exploration middle-class Victorian mentality 
somehow assumes vague credibility. small 
service Miss Townsend thus immersing the reader 
witty and intelligent style that reports foibles with- 


Warner Haydn 
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out belaboring them and avoids sermonic tone 
ting events speak for themselves that the moral has 
fully emerged well before John actually phrases for 
himself. Perhaps less the general modern 
though, will the slow pacing the plot, the leisurely 
extension mental and descriptive detail for 
phere, and the heavy dependence hero whom one 
never quite respects, much less admires. Miss Town- 
send, course, has chosen adult audience; the 
several chapters that relate homosexuality likewise 
necessitate the restriction. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Haydn, Richard The Journal Edwin Carp 
Simon Schuster. Aug. 23, 1954. 242p. $3.50. 


Richard Haydn first achieved fame America 
traying very old, innocuous, and mild-mannered man 
who gave lectures, believe, the love calls some 
kind fish. This esoteric subject tipoff the kind 
thing one has come expect from 
comedian. Soft-spoken delivery, his material was 
arch and somewhat oblique its approach the 
humorous. accomplished actor, has appeared 
many movies and has lately tried his hand 
directing. Now, has written book. 


Haydn’s theatrical characterization—who appeared 
(complete with pince nez, memory serves me)—was 
ever young man must have been Edwin Carp and 
kept this diary. the intimate story stuffy and 
prissy young man who tied his mother with 
umbilical cord steel. Dominated her, yearns 
married the shapely widow, Mrs. Maude 
Phelps, his fiancée eight years. 


Slightly hackneyed structure, Carp’s tribulations are 
amusingly narrated his Victorian style. Because 
this, not everyone will enjoy the secret life Edwin 
whose sense propriety and convention suppresses 
what would more manly instincts. Especially the 
one take Maude’s son, Harrison, across his knees and 
the daylights out him for being obnoxious 
rat. 


Complicating Edwin’s life are creatures with such ap- 
propriate names Miss May Throbbitt, Teacher 
Pianoforte; Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Gunn; Terence Blythe, 
Milkman; and his mother’s maiden name: Miss Ger- 
trude Ivy Gubbion. reveal the details Carp’s 
personal diary would social transgression the 


issued the Library, University 
Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
Mary Anne (IIb) Aug. 
Sweet Thursday (IIb) Steinbeck Aug. 


The Royal Box (Ila) Keyes Aug. 

Never Victorious, Never 
Defeated 

Fable 


Caldwell May 
Faulkner Sept. 
The Dollmaker (IIb) Arnow July 
Fall Titan (IIb) Gouzenko Aug. 
The Healing Oath (IIb) Soubiran Sept. 


Cry Tomorrow (IIb) Roth Aug. 
But Were Born Free (IV) Davis Mar. 
The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) Aug. 
The Mind Alive Overstreet Mar. 
the Century (IIb) Hecht July 
Forty Plus and Fancy Free (Ila) 
Minutes the Last Meeting (IIb) Fowler Apr. 


most gross and offensive nature. They are for the 
reader’s eyes only. 


anyone who likes his humor quiet, presented 
skillful stylist who has successfully mated his form 
his this makes delightful reading. Not every- 
one’s cup literary tea, The Edwin Carp 
will probably have limited appeal. should encour- 
age Haydn with his writing. Skillful and 
literate humorists are few and far between this age 
fear and sorrow. 
John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
John Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Kennan, George 

Realities American Foreign Policy 
Princeton University Press. Sept. 13, 1954. 120p. $2.75. 
This reviewer breathes sigh relief the knowledge 
that George Kennan longer one the higher 
echelon the Department State. Trepidation re- 
mains, however, the suspicion that men Kennan’s 
stamp still might formulating our foreign policy. 
Kennan gained his reputation expert foreign 
affairs during his long career with State the dismal 
years our diplomacy. Those years included the 
tenure Messrs. Stimson, Hull, Stettinus, Byrnes, 
Marshall, and Acheson. key the failures that 
era might found the present writings Mr. Ken- 
nan. his latest book there compilation four 
lectures delivered the Stafford Little Lecture Series 
Princeton University March, 1954, while Kennan 
was recipient support from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion and The Institute Advanced Study. 


his first lecture Kennan describes the two approaches 
our foreign policy first, peaceful co-existence with 
the Non-Communist nations throughout the world, 
and, second, appreciation Soviet power all its 
numerous forms and radiations. The former approach 
the more important according Kennan’s thesis. 
basis for his treatise, appraises our republican 
form government and our American Constitution. 
His conclusion that both our form government and 


Kennan 


Constitution are out-dated. arriving this conclu- 
sion Kennan deplores the simplicity our original 
outlook regarding foreign policy protect our 
territorial and political integrity and protect the in- 
terests our nationals abroad). Kennan admires the 
way which government assumed more responsibili- 
ties especially the field economics and expresses 
the hope that future foreign policy will deal more with 
the protection the basic object American society. 
What the basic Technological advances and 
introduction technological inventions into our lives 
Kennan’s bald materialistic answer. such pro- 
tection for technological advancement shall learn 
how live, how regulate our community relation- 
ships, how relate our personal lives with our work, 
and how educate ourselves. Then achieve this 
astounding goal foreign policy must rely upon 
Non-Communist nations. Mr. Kennan’s second lecture 
appraises the status those nations. 


The Non-Communist nations not fare well Ken- 
nan’s estimate their present situation. Glaring weak- 
nesses are found the light Kennan’s dialec- 
tical gymnastics. The Non-Communist nations lack 
uniformity their advance along the path civiliza- 
tion material progress, course. There are also 
too many people for the available resources needed for 
their very sustenance. Many our potential allies are 
unable cope with the world-wide technological revo- 
lution and are bound fall prey instability and 
violence. Colonial unrest millions and other name- 
less reasons will contribute this instability and chaos. 
And with such premises Kennan leaps the conclu- 
sion that rigid legal norms are obsolete far solving 
many the problems the Non-Communist world 
and legality should replaced political expediency. 
Carrying his absurdity even further, Kennan describes 
the United Nations impotent the peacemaking 
field because was not established primarily peace- 
making instrument. The Kennan’s liberal eyes 
symbol the equal dignity all nations and the 
ultimate community responsibility that unites men 
everywhere. difficult see how can ascribe 
any dignity Russia and equally difficult accept the 
the paragon judgment while Communists sit 
its councils and while lot nice people are ex- 
cluded from those same councils. However, upon 
reflection too difficult see how Kennan can 
make such statements. sees room for morality 
the process government which calls practical 
exercise since the moral concepts individual 
change when that individual becomes spokesman for 
government. The individual must rely upon more 
practical criteria than moral concepts when speaks 
the national and international scene. 


But there are other weaknesses the Non-Communist 
world. Kennan revives the hackneyed thesis that there 
growing economic interdependence between our 
country and the rest the world. are running 
short critical materials. casual reading Mr. 
Kennan the Report the Minerals, Materials, and 
Fuels Economic Subcommittee the Senate 
July, 1954, might change his mind about this matter. 
Senator George Malone, chairman, and the mem- 
bers his committee have blasted effectively this 
Moscow-inspired idea which received wide circulation 


Baruch Lorac Henrey 


great part due the pernicious work the late 
Harry Dexter White. Kennan, following the White 
line, urges more delegation traditional congressional 
power the Executive that our economic relations 
will become more stable with the Non-Communist 
world. With such power the Executive might use 
economic coercion have the nations 
follow American leadership. Kennan carefully ignores 
the fact that such methods our recent past have 
served prelude war. Charles Callan Tansill 
his brilliant “Back Door demonstrated the 
futility such American policy toward Germany, 
Japan, and Italy during the 


Kennan’s third lecture estimate Soviet power. 
From realistic view Soviet power, the author lapses 
into fallacious and idealistic description Soviet 
motives. Russia will not aggressor total war. 
Russia will not initiate atomic war. Action against 
Soviet leaders from inside outside 
almost certainly lead war and this will cause our 
own nationals divided well alienating some 
our Non-Communist The answer the 
-Soviet menace still policy 
same policy enunciated Kennan his “Sources 
Soviet Conduct” (Foreign Affairs, July, 
tainment, its essence, the prevention remaining 
nations from falling under the disci- 
plinary authority Moscow. 


America can further the cause containment learn- 


ing look away from the problem world Commu- 
nism looking the global approach peaceful 
world which our economic strength can adjusted 


the lives other peoples. this way shall 
able permit fruitful and mutually profitable inter- 
change, without leading relationships political 
dependence and coercion. This panacea the subject 
Kennan’s fourth and concluding lecture. shall 
work’ slowly toward world government gradually 
merging our lives with other peoples. all this 
must follow the collectivist strain ideas. This 
will include free trade, liberal immigration laws and 
freer travel laws. Let left-wingers come here and let 
our own left-wingers abroad. Implied, course, 
the overthrow the McCarran immigration law. 
should also become more cosmopolitan intellectually 
and culturally becoming part the world-stream 
thought and feeling. are too old-hat and pro- 
vincial these matters according Kennan. 
must adopt collectivism total scale home. 
Natural resources must come under more governmental 
control. The U.S.A. must cultivate its economic de- 
pendence foreigners for vital materials. There must 
widespread national program regional and 
municipal planning alleviate the poor living condi- 
tions for American workers. There must national 
program improve our cultural, recreational, and edu- 
cational environment. 


And, course, liberal treatment contemporary 
American would complete without reference 
hysteria, witch-hunting, book-burning, speech suppres- 
sion, suspicion, and fear. Without mentioning Mc- 
McCarran, Velde, Jenner, and Bricker 
name, Kennan urges policy complete non-coopera- 
tion with these fighting Americans. 
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Undoubtedly these latest utterances Kennan will 
hailed Liberals everywhere. The collectivists, 
worlders, and all others who have become dissatisfied 
with the traditional republican form American gov- 
ernment favor some shade socialism-commu- 
nism will probably raise Kennan the peerage Egg- 
heads the near future. 


Francis Gannon, 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Baruch, Bernard Philosophy for Our Time 
Simon Schuster. Aug. 30, 1954. 48p. $2.00. 


This “book” reprints four lectures given 1952 and 
1953 students City College, New York. 
Baruch gives his ideas world peace, economic 
ress, self-government, and the role government 
society. concerned over the warlike intentions 
the Soviet Union, shown the continued em- 
phasis upon military production contrast the pro- 
duction consumer goods. The 
scores inflation source many our troubles, 
The lectures government emphasize the need for 
careful voter control public 
should not try regulate the lives citizens, nor 
should react the other extreme laissez-faire. 


usual, Mr. Baruch makes many interesting and 
sensible observations. However, the development 
scanty. Perhaps pamphlet format, instead rela- 
tively high-priced book, would attract more readers. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Doubleday. Sept. 23, 1954. $2.75. 


Richard Greville arrives Paddington station the 
Plymouth express during “London particular,” 
heavy grime-laden December fog, and bludgeoned 
almost fatally. When found, there identi- 
fication him; merely nameless casualty. But 
Inspector Jock Macdonald, with the help Assistant 
Inspectors Reeves and James, aided Sally Dillon and 
psychologist, Dr. David Garstang, fit the pieces 
intricately contrived puzzle together arrive satis- 
factory conclusion, not before two 
drifters have also been done death. The ultimate 
solution also depends solving the mystery the 
disappearance 1941 American who had been 
active assisting refugees escape from enemy-held 
territories war-torn Europe. Mr. Miss Mrs. 
Lorac—(that’s Carol spelled backwards, course, 
case you suspect pseudonym)—is expert this sort 
thing, this being the twentieth ’tecking story 
she has produced. better than 
press and should satisfy any addict. This one Crime 
Club selection can recommend. 


Henrey, Mrs. Robert Wife 
Dutton. Sept. 13, 1954. 380p. $4.00. 


The day when modest single voiume could contain 
writer’s life-story apparently gone forever. The 
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fashion the old multi-volume novel, despite James 
Barke’s recently finished quintuplet story Robert 
Burns, seems now replaced the multi-volume auto- 
biography. Sean O’Casey’s marathon, which has been 
setting the pace, comes the finish line this fall. Gene 
Fowler’s newly published third collection 
leaves him still the opening his career. The ex- 
pansive memoirs modern statesmen, with 
yet heard from, similarly contribute the vogue. 
Now comes Mrs. Henrey with the third “Madeleine” 
book, covering her career from 1937 the close 
World War II. 


spite title that seems promise something like 
the adventures the Bobbsey girls after college, Made- 
Wife enjoyable and refreshing piece 
work. disdains salaciousness, reports fact without 
becoming mere chronicle, wholesome but not preachy. 
The feminine style, moreover, not obtrusive; and 
though sometimes more fluent than correct, its easy 
humor and relaxed manner are appropriate the rural 
setting well companionable quality. 


Most the book concerns Mrs. Henrey’s life the 
Normandy countryside, wither she went shortly after 
marriage buy small farm, she had long dreamed 
doing, for retreat from London. becomes, fact, 
more depiction French farm life than the story 
Madeleine’s marriage. Much the charm comes from 
portraits local personalities, insight into peasant char- 
acter, and the routine problems self-depend- 
ence. 


The acquisition the farm near Havre followed 
the amusing trials building new house: coping 
with village workers infected the Popular Front’s 
labor policy; competing with the cider bottle for the 
services Alphonse, the well-sinker; foiling the in- 
grained Norman love getting the better neighbor 
superior cunning, especially when that neighbor 
woman landowner. The six-week schedule extends 
into almost year; but the house finished for the 
birth Mrs. Henrey’s baby, and they settle down 
briefly halcyon existence. 


The war and the German bombing Havre disrupt 
the idyll. difficulty the family flees St. Malo 
and escapes London just two hours before the Ger- 
mans arrive. short interlude reports the precarious 
life war-torn London before Mrs. Henrey can return 
her mother Normandy and reclaim her property. 


The farm ruins, the house stripped everything 
but cobwebs. Gradually the story unfolds how the 
Germans respected alien property more than did 
Goguet, the tenant farmer who could not resist the 
opportunity despoil the property woman 
resented. His son Roger, however, was match 
cupidity, betrayed him the Germans, and thereby 
sent him eventual death prison camp. the 
post-war trials Roger sentenced life imprisonment. 


The concluding “Days Peace” reports the slow re- 
habilitation: restoring the house, electrifying the well, 
replanting the orchards, gathering possessions that 
Goguet had bartered, and acquiring new land. All 
this the work chiefly the two women. Mr. Henrey 
remains London most the time, and except for 
bout with chicken-pox little more than week-end 


Davis 


observer. Even trips London and Vienna for her 
boy’s movies are reduced few sentences Mrs. 
Henrey’s concentration establishing the farm 
means independence should total financial collapse 
come. The book leaves her with that goal pretty well 
achieved and peaceful existence fully re-established. 


The emphasis obviously Madeleine the farmer 
rather than the young wife, but the village folk provide 
interesting supporting cast. Chief among them are 
the crafty Goguet and his lofty wife; Mme. Bayard, the 
charwoman who knows the pedigree, love life, and 
oddities every inhabitant; the industrious Déliquaire 
family. With the fabulous Aga stove, the cider press, 
glimpses Paris being reborn, and steady infusion 
village gossip, they provide almost fictional flavor 
that results pleasantly romantic and witty book 
suitable for general public. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Davis, Burke They Called Him Stonewall 
Rinehart. Sept. 20, 1954. $5.00. 

the first battle Bull Run, General Barnard Bee 
gestured toward thin, bearded Virginian. Bee was 
heard exclaim “There stands Jackson like Stone- 
The nickname applied Bee referred 
Thomas Jonathan Jackson, C.S.A., who, from 1861 
1863, was recognized Lee’s right arm. His campaigns 
the Shenandoah Valley were required study Euro- 
pean military schools. the leader the Stonewall 
Brigade Jackson threw the Union ranks into confusion. 
His lightning like thrusts helped send Generals Banks, 
Fremont and Pope into military oblivion. 


Jackson was only thirty-seven 1861, yet his men 
called him Old Jack. his horse Old Sorrel the 
general appeared the direct opposite the Chevalier 
Bayard. His coat was unpressed and dirty. His appear- 
ance was that seedy hostler. Rarely addicted 
conversation, Jackson’s secrecy was notorious. loved 
suck lemons and quote the Bible. gloried ap- 
pointing civilians his staff. 


Burke Davis, the author Yorktown, has written 
brilliant biography the immortal Stonewall. The 
early days Jackson’s career are secondary those 
three great years 1861-1863. The book Civil War 
study. emphasizes the grimness and dirt war. 
The lice, the stench dead bodies lying the Vir- 
ginia run, the shortage supplies, the incompetent 
generals all come life. Rarely book written with 
such lucidity. Davis relates the boyhood Jackson, 
his appointment West Point and cadet life the 
Mexican War career introduced him 
new civilization. After the war taught tactics 
and philosophy the Virginia Military Institute 
Virginia. The cadets selected him the 
object their ridicule. When the Civil War broke out 
was commissioned brigadier. fought 
Front Royal, Gaines Mill, second Manassas, Antietam, 
and Chancellorsville. After the battle 
Chancellorsville, Jackson was shot Confederate 
pickets. His arm was amputated and Stonewall was 


carried the rear. died May 10, 1863. 


Willoughby 


Davis has embellished his book with letters and anec- 
dotes. The army movements are strikingly presented. 
Great emphasis placed the recollections Major 
Henry Kyd Douglas. Orders Lee Jackson and 
diaries help provide additional source material. All 
all the book may read high school and college 
students. Civil War enthusiasts will welcome it. Davis 
has made impressive contribution our Civil War 


literature. 
Frank Brown, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Willoughby, Major General Charles 

and Chamberlain, John MacArthur: 1941-1951 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 29, 1954. 441p. $6.00. 

The fitful, frustrating, and futile decade after 1941 
United States’ foreign policy the Pacific and the 
Asian mainland has now been subjected definitive 
study truly competent authority. Major General 
Charles Willoughby, having served Douglas Mac- 
Arthur’s intelligence officer those years, eminently 
qualified describe first-hand account the Mac- 
Arthur trials and triumphs ranging from Bataan 
1941 the Korean fiasco (MacArthur’s dismissal) 
1951. With his excellent collaborator, John Chamber- 
lain, Willoughby has departed from the form biog- 
raphy and has presented well-documented memoir 
the retreat from the Philippines, the grand strategy 
the return from Australia Tokyo, the Occupation 
and Rebuilding Japan, the early phase the Korean 
War, and the disgraceful dismissal 
greatest general. 


MacArthur’s education did not end the classrooms 
West Point. His horizons learning have broadened 
continuously. was fully prepared cope with the 
heterogeneous problems which were his the fields 
military science, politics, diplomacy, and sociology 
fulfilled the roles fighter, conqueror, and gover- 
nor. But these qualities are only the threads which 
hold the greater story together. 


ali began when the Pacific theatre was relegated 
the status shoestring war through the combined 
efforts Roosevelt and Churchill. This meant that 
men and materiel for MacArthur would woefully 
deficient until Germany fell 1945. Despite such 
handicaps MacArthur his war efforts with the 
masterful stalling tactics Bataan and Corregidor. 
After developing plan counterattack, MacArthur 
started his triumphal course from Australia Toyko. 


Willoughby’s unassailable statistics show that Roosevelt 
seriously impeded MacArthur’s efforts denying even 
the barest necessities supplies him, yet, the 
same time, materiel was lavished upon the African and 
European theatres. The situation become more and 
more ludicrous when defeated enemy, Italy, was re- 
ceiving more tonnage than our American 
troops who were fighting their way across the island 
chain Tokvo. Harry Hopkins, his 
usual role Russia’s help-mate, diverted enormous 
amount materiel away from MacArthur Russia 
the assassins convinced Hopkins that Japan was 
ready strike the Siberian frontier. Later the very 


Best SELLERS 


same materiel would used against American troops 
Korea. 


Willoughby genteel phraseology but devastating 
his accusations against those high places who 
lengthened the war against the Japanese Empire. 
Harold Ickes, self-confessed curmudgeon, found time 
belittle and interfere with MacArthur’s strategy. 
Hopkins would thorn side since 
his pleas behalf Russia were invariably going 
find the Rooseveltian ears receptive. MacArthur’s 
urgent and desperate appeals for help received more 
consideration than would crank letters. Naval leaders 
the Pacific proved most adamant their 
mands for frontal assaults when MacArthur was com- 
mitted indirect approaches because the serious 
lack man-power and MacArthur’s objective keep- 
ing casualties bare minimum. One particular 
target criticism Admiral Halsey 
whose lack judgment and foresight the critical 
battle Leyte Gulf almost proved disastrous the 
Philippines campaign. Offsetting these hindrances, 
Willoughby describes the excellent 
tween Australian authorities and MacArthur. The 
heroic guerilla tactics and fifth-column activities the 
Filipinos are placed their proper perspective. The 
reliance MacArthur upon Air Force, Marines, and 
Navy shown the key his victories and serves 
proof General Mark Clark’s thesis that co-opera- 
tion between the various branches our armed serv- 
ices seems increase with the distance from Wash- 
ington, 


regard policy matters, however, wherein Wil- 
loughby’s conclusions are going hotly disputed 
apologists for the Roosevelt-Truman years. Among 
the serious charges made Willoughby the observa- 
tion that the Iwo Jima and Okinawa campaigns were 
unnecessary, that the atomic atrocities Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki were unnecessary, and that the invitation 
for Russia join the conflict against Japan was never 
necessary. footnote atomic warfare, remains 
unexplainable why MacArthur was uninformed 
about the atom bomb until few days before was 
actually used. 


MacArthur also found obstructionism when oc- 
cupied Japan. The barbarous war trials were not his 
liking, nor did relish the attempts 
makers inflict punitive peace upon Japan such 
the Morgenthau-White program Germany. British 
cupidity and Russian treachery made MacArthur’s task 
even more difficult but somehow did manage 
efficient rebuilding conquered Japan fashion that 
remains unparalleled any history. 


The work Japan was going interrupted the 
Korean conflict and MacArthur became involved 
after his intelligence staff had accurately predicted the 
same conflict series almost 2000 reports. These 
reports were either ignored ridiculed Acheson 
and his strange coterie Far Eastern “experts.” The 
shooting war failed impress either Acheson Tru- 
man they embarked upon campaign which seemed 
indicate that they were willing lose Korea. Insur- 
ing that loss seemed the reasoning behind the use 
the American Navy protect the Red China main- 
land from attacks Chiang Kai-shek’s forces For- 
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mosa. Any hope for complete victory MacArthur 
was dispelled the prohibition against trans-Yalu 
River bombing—the State Department was once again 
playing into the hands Red Chinese and Muscovite 
puppeteers. The reward for trying introduce some 
semblance sanity our Korean struggle was the 
arbitrary recall MacArthur which delighted the 
Communist world. suspects strongly Brit- 
ish connivance vital force behind the sudden dis- 
missal but with proof remaining locked away the 
archives. 


The old soldier will not fade away long capable 
observers Willoughby’s calibre care tell the awful 
truth our Pacific-Far Eastern blunders. This present 
book must for Americans and out government 
who have been searching vain for the truth. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Wright, Richard Black Power 


Harper. Sept. 22, 1954. 358p. $4.00. 

Black Power Richard Wright’s non-fiction report 
the African Gold Coast. ambitious project, in- 
volving the analysis and interpretation complex 
tical, economic, ethnological factors. 
Moreover, indicated the subtitle, Record 
Reactions Land Pathos,” and Wright notes 
his introductory remarks, this first-person, sub- 
jective narrative” experiences and meditations dur- 
ing several month tour the Gold Coast. This 
highly personal, narrative quality once strength 
and weakness the book. 


Like any traveler distant, unknown land, Wright 
was overwhelmed and bewildered the profusion 
strange sights, sounds and customs. The record his 
day-to-day discoveries, impulsive responses, gropings 
toward understanding alien culture makes com- 
pelling and provocative reading, but ultimately 
doubtful help forming conclusions about the real 
nature things the Gold Coast. 


The reliability Wright’s study African conditions 
further damaged the inadequacy his knowledge 
many areas the question (Christianity, religion 
large, for instance) and the seething bitterness 
which pervades his book. The materialistic bias 
Wright’s mind makes him sincerely incapable, seems, 
comprehending non-materialistic considerations, and 
his deep emotional involvement any racial struggle 
makes him impatient with qualification and com- 
plexity, even regard justice and truth. Wright’s 
conviction that every action the white West 
Africa (past, present and future) must 
necessarily motivated greed, hatred and fear. 
And the indictment the Christian missionaries 
which runs through the book, Wright maintains that 
they were and are simply agents—conscious unwit- 
the systematic looting continent; this 
the whole his understanding. The Christian mis- 
sionaries are Wright—and apparently many Gold 
Coast leaders—the principal villains the exploitation 
people and the shattering culture, because, 
among other reasons, religion became the opium the 


Wright Robertson Dos Passos 


people: weakened their will resist and instilled 
“unrealistic” set values. 


But despite all this, Black Power moving and valu- 
able reading experience. For one thing, illuminates 
the mind and heart Richard Wright, American 
Negro, man good will, but lost, hurt and 
offers wealth revealing detail and incident about 
the Gold Coast, with flashes poignant insight into 
the dilemma the African today. And draws the 
face the West, not is, pray, but looks 
millions people the world: this deeply dis- 
and depressing vision, but one good for 
now. 


The dangers and trials which lie before Africa today, 
and before relation Africa, call for calmness, 
trust, charity. Unhappily, Richard Wright indicates 
this book, are not likely—any us—to find these 
qualities when the naked “black power” Africa 


erupts. 
Horchler, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Robertson, Arnot Devices and Desires 
Macmillan. Aug. 24, 1954. 229p. $3.50. 
Mrs. Robertson has chosen rather unusual situation 
and scene for her new novel. small group refu- 
gees, fleeing from iron curtain country, rather 
from several iron curtain countries, are being led the 
Greek border and presumably escape ship from 
Greek port opportunist guide and his small 
daughter. The guide killed crossfire guerilla 
bands within few miles the border, but the 
wrong side the mountain pass; and the small daugh- 
ter, determined and almost incredibly dogged child, 
assumes the leadership the varied group. The man 
who had been her father had been drifter and 
ne’er-do-well, something small-time confidence 
man many places and many devices. The child 
remembers with aching homesickness short in- 
terval security English country house and 
this desired haven that all her own devices bend. 
Because the story one suspense, seems unfair 
reveal its ending. Through the compassionate irony 
the author dealing with her small cast characters 
and with the larger and calloused world which they 
wander, helplessly, almost hopelessly, the novel achieves 
stature that only little short major piece 
work. Adult readers will find absorbingly interesting 
once they accept the strange character the child, 
Hebe. improbable, perhaps; but not impossible. 

Dos Passos, John Most Likely Succeed 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 27, 1954. 310p. $3.50. 
Setting: New York and Hollywood, 1926 1943. 
Theme: The infiltration communists into the little 
experimental theatre, and, more successfully, into high- 
level filmwriting circles. The spectacle American 
liberais and fellow-travelers gulled into 
work. More particularly, the story Jed Morris, self- 
styled independent thinker, actually (and according 
Dos Passos, between-the-lines), nit-wit; whose per- 
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sonal tragedy set against the background outlined above 
that thinks can serve the Communist Party 
America and still retain control his personal life. 
When finds cannot done, suffers (presum- 
ably) separation from the party and heart attack. 


The preceding may sound though Most Likely 
Succeed not much novel. Perhaps not. 
Nevertheless, another typical work John Dos 
Passos his role attending physician the Ameri- 
can body sick with ideological distemper. For over two 
decades, U.S.A., District Columbia, has kept 
remarkably sensitive finger the American political 
pulse, and has been among the very first diagnose 
the various “un-American” maladies that have beset 

our society since World War Apart from diagnos- 
ing, however, which very good, Dos Passos has 
never been very successful ascribing causes nor 
prescribing cures. This said him not political 
scientist, but him novelist. never clear, for 
instance, why Jed Morris should find communism 
attractive. makes more money nor enjoys 
more women than other materialistic Americans; but 
they remain loyal Americans and does not. Dos 
Passos does not explain how this happens. Character 
motivation Dos Passos has always been vague busi- 
ness. But, his other works, the conviction 
reality strong. The many richly-drawn types ring 
true. Most Likely Succeed says something important 
and says well; not novel, then record. 
This book may provide thoughtful reading for dis- 
criminating adults. 

Joseph Belvedere, 

Department English, 

St. Peter’s College, 

Jersey City, New Jersey 


Royal Intrigue 


Anthony, Evelyn 
Crowell. Aug. 1954. 279p. $3.50. 


imagine that Rasputin was the last final authority 
the Czars; know not one. always thought that 
some them were fairly unpleasant people. After 
reading Royal Intrigue see that underrated them 
considerably. 


Miss Anthony has chosen the final years Catherine 
the Great Russia and the rule her son Paul the 
subject her novel, and those exceptionally inesti- 
mable characters provided sufficient material for about 
fifty novels. (Catherine had regular test her lovers 
had pass before she took them unto herself 
adultery. Imagine what Kathleen Winsor could 
with that one. Czar Paul had the skeleton his mur- 
dered father disinterred that could crowned 
Czar, then buried. Thomas Mann should have told 
that story.) 


But the fact that between them Catherine and Paul 
had corner the insanity market Eastern Europe 
for quite while means guarantee that this 
larly dull, and believe me, took something close 
genius make this book dull. Miss Anthony obvi- 
ously fascinated the notion Catherine’s pick 
the male crop Russia—and surrounding provinces— 
for her lovers, and she comes close being naughty 
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discussing the Czarina’s love life lady could 
come. think she had long ladylike delectation 
the equally promiscucus Paul. But the 
author appears lack the enthusiasm for sin for 
virtue that might have made this novel memorable. 


This not Miss Aathory’s first novel, nor even the 
first this period. Her earlier novel, Rebel Princess, 
covers the first years Catherine the Great. Appar- 
ently the mayhem the period just too much for 
her resist. There will probably sequel 
Alexander and his successors. But let not you think 
that recommending the series. will say only 
this: the young man who writes the publisher’s 
blurbs the jacket writes book, buy it. can 
really write. the only one connected with this 


book who can. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Costain, Thomas The White and the Gold 
Doubleday. Sept. 24, 1954. 428p. $5.00. 


This book opens series volumes which, under the 
general editorship Thomas Costain, will present 
history Canada. Mr. Costain, the 
author the first, deals with the discovery and ex- 
ploration Canada the 16th Century and the 
French regimé Canada the 17th, closing with the 
start the wars with the English. 

Mr. Costain novelist part the time—you know 
his Silver Chalice—and historian the rest. this 
present book, combines his two interests success- 
fully; for writes history with obvious enthusiasm 
for adventure and romance. the one hand, 
clearly appreciates the greatness voyagers like Cabot 
and Cartier; explorers Champlain, LaSalle, Mar- 
quette, and Joliet; settlers Louis Hébert and Charles 
Moyne; soldier-governors like Frontenac; adminis- 
trators like Jean Talon; important women like Madame 
Peltrie, Marie and Jeanne Mance; 
and martyr-missionaries like the Jesuits Isaac Jogues and 
Father Jeune, whose letters comprising the Jesuit 
Relations constitute the main source for the early his- 
tory Canada and were, when published Europe, 
instrumental arousing interest in, and securing 
men, women, and money for, Canada. Their stories 
Mr. Costain relates fully and vividly, and 
ever-growing canvas depicts the first tentative grop- 
ings the Gulf St. Lawrence, the founding and 
slow growth Quebec, the fervent beginning Mon- 
treal, the interminable wars with the Iroquois the 
Five Nations, the far-flung explorations 
Great Lakes, Hudson Bay, and the Mississippi even 
its mouth New Orleans. graphic accounts, too, 
describes the life the early settlers, the manner 
their coming and living, how they built their houses 
and earned their bread, how they moved constant 
fear Indian attacks, their religious life was ex- 
emplified the stern, then mellowing figure the 
great Bishop Laval. tekes the reader with him 
along the trails the fur traders, those bold 
bois who penetrated deep into the interior forests. 
History, for Mr. Costain, clearly matter indi- 
viduals, great common the case may be; and 
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too, brings light stories about Adam Dollard, the 
hero Long Sault; about his favorite “most under- 
rated” figure 17th Century Canada, one Pierre 
Esprit Radisson, explorer extraordinary; about the 
Moyne family; about Marie Madeleine 
Jarret Verchéres, fourteen-year-old girl who de- 
fended small, isolated stockade against wave after 
wave Indian attacks for week. 


There end the life and color, excitement, 
tragedy, triumph that Mr. Costain packs into his his- 
tory—material for thousand novels. Reading can- 
not help but engender admiration for the 17th Century 
French Canadians, among whose number were indeed 
many great men and women; you will become aware, 
too, fresh interest our northern neighbor and 
will want pursue its history the present time. 
Apparently, then, The White and the Gold well 
worth reading, and hereby recommended 
Maps and index are very helpful. 


One more point. have way knowing if, his 
treatment Indians, Mr. Costain intended advocate 
any particular attitude. writes about them factually 
enough. never indulges the cliche, “The only good 
Indian dead Indian.” are they “noble” 


savages. But the facts about them seem indicate— 
speaking now the far-roving Iroquois, the mild 
Hurons, and the minor tribes around the Great Lakes 
Hudson Bay—that they were variously brutal, 
cruel, treacherous, indolent, childish, and rather stupid. 
Tomahawk talk! Their achievements building and 
using the bark canoe, trapping, woodmanship 


were only The French Canadians proved 
themselves much superior these very things once 
they had come know their country. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Willans, Geoffrey and Searle, Ronald 
Down with Skool 
Vanguard. Sept. 1954. 106p. $2.50. 


difficult fathom why Vanguard Press chose 
publish here the Atlantic’s western shores this slim 
bit drollery, poking fun English schools and 
schoolmasters and schoolers. Unless you have been 
(a) domiciled for some months (at least) England; 
(b) have brother who brought back English 
wife; (c) gone school Saint Custard’s yourself, 
doubtful that you will able translate the 
school slang, e.g., chiz, bread and scrape, swots, weedy, 
croc, etc. And the elaborate misspelling, unpunctuated 
phrasing are added hazard. But you can meet 
Mr. Willans (author) his own grounds, (knowing 
the major portions school-slang and familiar enough 
with schoolboy exercises and themes here, less than 
back Blighty), you may have more than few 
chuckles over the adventures and attitudes Moles- 
worth, undoubtedly grubby little twerp who has 
given schcolmasters end misery since schools 
began. The drawings, numerous enough merit 
double-billing with the author for the artist Ronaid 
Searle, are elaborately scratchy and just about within 


Willans Seiffert 


the abilities Molesworth have produced 
notebook markins and the fly-leaf and endpapers his 
textbooks. 


However you interpret “caviar the general,” this 
some that. Those properly prepared for will enjoy 
excellent jape. Others will, fear, completely 
flabbergasted and confirmed their prejudice anent 
“British (humour, old chap!). 


» * 


Seiffert, Marriage for Three 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 1954. 245p. $3.00. 

The problem the unstable marriage provides the 
theme here. The story might have been particular 
case history the marriage counselor’s column any 
woman’s magazine. The author underlines that the 
Lairds whom she writes are average couple: Ann, 
happiest the role homemaker; Adam, rather hap- 
hazardly launching himself still precarious career 
the construction field. After two years, Ann’s im- 
maturity outlooks leaves her unable accept the 
situation reduced circumstances caused Adam’s 
near escape from bankruptcy, and resentful his sell- 
ing their home without her consent, avoid it. The 
attentive wife and capable business assistant becomes 
cool, indifferent perscn. the title suggests, the 
impact personalities outside the partnership affects 


and wife and adds increasing difficulties 


within it. 

Because Adam cannot afford them, the marriage 
without children. occupy herself, Ann accepts 
position local hospital where daily association 
with the Chief Surgeon becomes absorbing interest 
for her until she toys with the idea supplanting the 
wife whom complains. However, both are fun- 
damentally decent, aware their weaknesses and 
their responsibilities, ard the event that threatens 
averted. Not with Adam. Described virile 
type, and certainly thinker, allows himself 
drawn into questionable relationship with the hos- 
pital’s nursing superintendent, woman 
intelligence but without scruple. the issue 
forced, Adam withdraws. Later when thought 
about “it was with the feeling man who has seen 
bear trap just time keep its jaws from clamping 
around his foot.” Meantime, Ann, vaguely aware 
the affair and repentant her own threatened indis- 
cretion, attempts re-establish their relationship 
the old basis. Fate lends hand when Adam receives 
the offer position Los Alamos and she consents 
the move. 


life New Mexico takes time and the 
author enlarges upon the minor set-backs that ensue. 
Latent distrust Adam rises the surface Ann’s 
mind when chance remark letter from home 
revives her suspicions his infidelity. And memory 
his earlier escape from the bear trap vanishes 
Adam initiates second affair with Ann’s new friend, 
brash divorcee, Pinky Haggard. The reader some- 
times wonders—but the author declares that Adam 
“no fool.” This new romance continues through most 
the story, Pinky supplants Ann Adam’s affec- 
tions. But Ann determines fight the invader and 
the domestic intrigue finally results Pinky’s defeat. 


100 Breslin Stover Wheelwright 


chastened Adam then joins Ann submission 
analysis their case marriage counselor. 


The appeal this novel aimed average young 
married women like racy style will not attract 
those who prize more profound writing. Marriage for 
these people means, primarily, good human relations. 
One suspects motive this novel, but the author did 
not point out the obvious—the average people whom 
she writes should search beyond their inability live 
amicably together their lack early moral training 
for solution. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Breslin, Howard The Silver Oar 
Crowell. Sept. 20, 1954. 310p. $3.95. 

1688, Cormac O’Shaunessey Doyle, pirate and thief 
from pirates, was delivered shipwreck into the hands 
dour New Englanders. His escapes, escapades and 
recaptures while enroute Boston for trial before the 
court King James are the substance this rogue 
novel. The genesis the story frankly picaresque 
and the humor and action are “lusty.” 


Mr. Breslin writes vivid and exciting story with inci- 
dent piled incident acceptably incredible fashion 
down the denouement which, hinging the acces- 
sion William and Mary the English throne, 
little weak. 


The Silver Oar is, matter execution, thor- 
oughly satisfactory piece work its professed type. 
Unfortunately, couple amorous episodes and the 
depiction the rogue himself as, somehow, un- 
swerving Papist who nevertheless 
renegade must restrict this only discriminating adults. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Stover, Herbert Night the Strangers 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 1954. 310p. $3.00. 

Mr. Herbert Stover brings excellent background 
the writing his most recent Night the Strangers. 
and his hail from the very locale which writes 
interestingly, dramatically and convincingly. Add 
this the fact that the gentleman training pro- 
fessional historian having drunk well and deep the 
tales and lore and history Susquehanna-land 
Pennsylvania and one not surprised the beauty 
and drama and authenticity that are packed enter- 
tainingly this all too short novel. are cau- 
tioned that all the names the story are fictitious save 
that Thaddeus Stevens. This quite credible but 
one comes away from the reading Night the 
Strangers feeling that the characters were, for the most 
part, real persons. 


The heart the story the struggle that one Luke 
Hanley and another Lucinda Caines put against 
vicissitudes not their own making. The days are 
pre-Civil War and the background those uncanny times 
when big-souled abolitionists strove might and main 
establish the underground help escapee slaves 
from the southland through the States Canada. 


man’s problem. 
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Against them operated the brutal, unscrupulous mem- 
bers the Golden Seal straining regain these 
escapees fair means foul return them the 
south for resale and excellent tale well 
told from start finish. Delineation character 
seems come naturally the author—for there not 
poorly chiseled one the lot unless that 
Hester Haliday. Luke and Lucinda stand out bea- 
cons. This reviewer got the impression, rightly 
wrongly, that the author raced away his story and 
after giving out three hundred pages worth decided 
“this enough.” And the last ten pages the 
denouement—everything happens all 
questions answered—all doubts solved—and the happy 
curtain! 


But Night the Strangers excellent reading fare for 
all. This the author’s sixth novel the kind and 
his enthusiastic and growing reading public will 
happy know that number seven the way. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Wheelwright, Jere The Gray Captain 
Scribner. Aug. 17, 1954. 278p. $3.50. 


What will happen the infantry modern push 
button warfare anyone’s guess and the professional 
But date has always 
been the “queen batiles” and the slogging, mud- 
eating infantryman, even though may occasionally 
ride trucks aeroplanes, still must hold foxhole 
and crawl out enemy forces are destroyed. 
much the more true, course, was this the War 
between the States when the Southern infantry, low 
equipment but high spirit, was hailed the 
epitome foot-soldiery. about these that Jere 
Wheelwright writes—a single company the Army 
Northern Virginia—I Company the Second Mary- 
land Infantry, made men who filtered through 
the Northern lines when Maryland remained Unionist. 
The story begins June, 1864, when Lt. Thomas Brice, 
wounded earlier fighting, rejoins his regiment and 
posted second command Captain Stowell 
Company which now consists four non-coms and 
twenty-two privates. 


The company entrenched near the Chickahominy 
during Grant’s murderous Wilderness campaign. They 
participate the fighting around Cold Harbor, the 
march Charlottesville and the battle the Monoc- 
acy River and finally the outskirts Washington 
Jubal Early’s last desperate attempt turn the Union 
flank and capture the Capitol. The central figure 
the story sixty-year-old Captain Stowell, former 
bookseller and grand old soldier who holds his troops 
together the face ultimate despair the paternal 
care which gives them. Burned out himself, the 
gray captain still manages give his own courage 
and spirit his men and example least, trans- 
form Thomas Brice from ambitious officer into 
excellent company commander when, last, the rem- 
nants Company are placed his care. Even when 
the captain’s spoiled sixteen-year-old son assigned 
the company the old man carries and Murray 
Stowell eventually finds himself soldier. 
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There are heroic charges, slashing gallantry 
false glamor this story—instead war treated realis- 
tically with the mud and the blood and the horror 
which, together with true heroism and valor, fear and 
cowardice and malingering, characterize it. The of- 
ficers and men Company are intensely human 
their strengths and weaknesses and sympathize with 
them Jere Wheelwright brings them life all 
their vivid reality. Because the nature the ma- 
terial which treats the book recommended only 
adults. 


Fisher, Steve Giveaway 
Random House. Aug. 26, 1954. 276p. $3.50. 

case you have been suspicious about some the 
contestants you have seen quiz programs and give- 
away shows, you were probably watching the type 
character about whom Steve Fisher writes his latest 
novel. They are sad and bedraggled lot, these con- 
test habitues, who move from show show hoping 
eke out livelihood without working. Perhaps not all 
these “professionals” are such pathetic figures, but 
the ones Eddie Shelton encountered Hollywood cer- 
tainly not present very attractive picture. 


Eddie tells his story, had had enough school 
sixteen, ran away from his home Gary, 
Indiana, and ended working drugstore Holly- 
wood Boulevard. That is, worked until met 
Jane Sutton, who, with her mother, Toby, soon taught 
him how become “professional” the quiz shows. 
Everything seemingly worked out quite well until plans 
were made for Jane and Eddie married the 
“Man and Wife Show.” course, the idea was 
have the marriage annulled soon the couple 
had collected the prizes. Poor Eddie, however, having 
fallen love with Jane, saw his dream castle vanish 
when learned how Toby had tricked two real con- 
testants out the program, and discovered that Jane 
was much hoax her conniving it’s 
back Indiana, the family, and school once again for 
the disillusioned youngster. 


Steve Fisher’s characters are true picture some 
these giveaway “professionals,” the world the more 
pitied. more repulsive and disgusting group 
would difficult find anywhere. And the story 
sinks their level. The jacket blurb calls “tough.” 
That, know, just another way saying that 
the language cheap and vulgar, with the entire atmos- 
phere not much less nauseating. Luckily, there one 
saving feature. Eddie does succeed pulling himself 
out the muck and mire into which has fallen. 
There’s very little about this shoddy warrant 
much recommendation. 
Francis Ullrich, 


Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Hart, Liddell 

Strategy: The Indirect Approach 
Frederick Praeger, Inc. Aug. 24, 1954. 420p. $5.95. 
Here another brilliant effort one the world’s 
most prolific military historians. Borrowing much from 
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some his earlier works, Captain Hart concentrates 
now upon indirect approach military victory dem- 
onstrated the decisive battles history. the 
author’s contention that the indirect method, op- 
posed the frontal assault, has been invariably the key 
victory. Victory has two elements. Immediate 
military gains, which are the bare concern the ordi- 
nary strategist, and long-range political policy form the 
dual consideration for true victory. The indirect ap- 
proach, demonstrated the ancient world 
Greeks, Persians, Romans, and down through the 
Middle Ages, and even into the decisive battles 
modern times, might simply explained simul- 
taneous exercise logistics and psychology. the 
art catching opponent off balance, physically and 
mentally, surprise maneuvering, yet adhering 
firm policy economy losses. Such the hallmark 
those military commanders who have won decisive 
battles throughout history. 


Hart’s thesis clearly explained and proven and while 
the task, provides some excellent summaries 
some sadly neglected events military history. The 
work bound highly useful reference for his- 
torians politics and diplomacy. good find 
resurrection some almost forgotten military figures 
like the Britisher Allenby World War and the 
American Sherman American Civil War fame (or 
infamy). Sherman, more than any other commander, 
seems gain prestige strategist due Hart’s ap- 
praisal. However, bit disconcerting find that 
the only mention warfare the Western Hemis- 
phere confined ten pages devoted the American 
Civil War. Most Americans might consider any work 
military history trifle weak without least 
casual mention the American War for Independence, 
the War 1812, the Spanish-American War. This 
reviewer blames British embarrassment for the total 
exclusion George Washington’s name. Students 
Latin-American History might wonder why mention 
made some those battles the 19th century 
which served destroy the Spanish Empire. might 
also puzzle students Far Eastern History find men- 
tion the Russo-Japanese War but mention the 
Communist-Nationalist struggle China dating back 
the 1920’s and continuing down the present. And 
this reviewer was sorry see little mention made 
air and sea strategy the light recent battles. 


help most readers will the maps but there 
will also frequent excursions the atlas some 
instances follow the author’s narrative. the 
credit side, however, must mentioned the excellent 
indices and appendices. the appendices are 
found accounts the North African Campaign 
1940-41 Maj.-Gen. Eric Dorman-Smith, and the 
Arab-Israeli War General Yigael Yadin. There 
running critique the German Calusewitz’ 
military which particularly well done. Then 
probably the highlight for most readers will the 
rather lengthy analysis Hitler’s rise and fall forming 
the theme Hart’s treatment World War 
strategy. 


Professional soldiers and arm-chair generals will find 
much that provocative these pages; and, the ordi- 
nary reader will find much that informative. Captain 
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Hart, using the direct approach, has scored another 


victory. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Traver, Robert Small Town 
Dutton. July, 1954. 253p. $3.00. 


Mr. Traver has been the district attorney township 
the upper peninsula district Michigan, where the 
major occupations are iron-mining, logging and dairy- 
farming, and the population mixture Finns, 
Scandinavians, Italians, French-Canadians, Irish and 
Welsh, with trace Chippewa and other 
strains. His account his campaign for election 
the post mildly amusing; advertised means 
book-matches imprinted with his name and calls 
himself the “little match-boy.” But the variety 
cases which came court during his tenure office 
represent cross-section major and minor felonies 
well plain downright crimes, everything from 
(drunk and disorderly) rape and murder. 
These Mr. Traver recounts with humor, true, but 
with considerable detail and certain lip-smacking 
relish which leads one think that considers his 
record trials rather uncommon and pretty doggone 
good. own opinion that the same sort dockets 
are found everywhere; the cases are not extra- 
ordinary, even their setting. the credit side, 
which largely outweighs the debit for the adult reader, 
Attorney Traver writes well his experiences, with 
enough rueful modesty and picturesque detail make 
his account interesting. his credit particularly 
his refusal glamorize criminals the courts which 
try the crimes. Some his accounts, indeed, seem 
have recurred court records for documentation 
examination and cross examination; and their frankness 
time would, seems, limit its recommendation 
adults. 


Scott, Winfield and Hill, Clyde 
Public Education Under Criticism 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 15, 1954. 414p. $6.35. 


Criticisms our government one its branches 
another ever present, but criticisms public educa- 
tion has established new record within the past three 
years. There were thirty-five entries under the head- 
ing Public Schools—Criticism for the year 1951 
and forty-nine entries for 1952 the Education Index. 
Almost three times many critical articles were found 
the professional journals for 1951 than for the pre- 
vious four years. The Education Index lists mainly 
articles appearing the educational journals and 
are consider entries from popular magazines 
Readers Guide Periodical and Public Af- 
fairs Information Index, the total number entries for 
any single year would doubled trebled that found 
the Education Index. 


Criticism has chiefly come from the layman and has 
usually concerned educational objectives, teaching 
methods, outcomes, teachers and teacher education. 
The critics can mainly placed four categories: 
those who are college professors administrators with- 


Traver Scott 


Best 


out any formal training Education, but who have 
given thought public education. Robert Maynard 
Hutchins, Bernard Iddings Bell and Jacques Barzun 
are eminent representatives this group. Secondly, pro- 
fessors Education such Stephen Corey, William 
Gray and Conrad Moehlman. Professional and 
semi-professional writers, namely Dorothy Thompson, 
William Buckley and Mortimer Smith comprise the 
third group, and finally organizations 
who have special interests mind which they wish 
promote. 


The editors, both professors Education Yale Uni- 
versity, have selected the articles published 
screening process that emphasized popular articles 
lay journals over articles appearing educational peri- 
odicals. About three-fifths the publications were 
written lay authors and have been considered 
magazine editors greatest interest the reading 
public. 


The articles selected Scott and Hill are grouped into 
sections; within each section articles pro and con have 
been included. Examples these are: Section in- 
cludes General and Philosophical considerations, Pro- 
gressive Education, The Fundamentals, Religion, etc. 
Many the writings Section are those John 
Flynn, Dorothy Thompson, Albert Lynd and Arthur 
Bestor, all non-professional educators. 


Sections III and IV, containing the writings profes- 
sional educators, have with analysis certain 
criticisms and the more practical, “How Handle 
Criticisms.” The latter series accounts how 
school crises were handled Port Washington, 
Pasadena, California, Denver, Colorado 
dale, The editors have added short last section 
the work where they comment upon the causes 
the unrest, and offer generalizations and suggestions for 
improvement public education. 


The book has substantial worth those interested 
public education offering comparison and 
tion many the complaints. analysis the 
criticisms will not provide for dismissal all charges 
the grounds that the accuser attempting under- 
mine public education for economic political reasons; 
large professional educational organization not with- 
standing. For some the public schools are whipping 
post for projection anxieties social 
tions and however, make clear that lay people 
and educators must work together defining educa- 
tional objectives and organizing school 
gressive education, untempered with sense 
and adhering pragmatic values, has been responsible 
for socialized promotion, overemphasis 
teaching and the experience movement and marking 
without absolute values—all unacceptable the Amer- 
ican public. 

the schoolman this conclusion that patent 
the fact that certain writers not have the sincere 
interests the schools heart their criticism. 
the reviewer the chief worth this work lies bring- 
ing together under one cover many different criticisms 
from many different critics and unemotionally evaluat- 
ing them order arrive suggestions for the im- 
provement public schools. However, there some 
doubt his mind the value certain short ex- 
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cerpts from weekly periodicals, particularly statements 
without supporting data. 
Lennon, Ph.D., 


University Scranton, 
Scranton Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Christie, Agatha 

Perilous Journeys Hercule Poirot 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 1954. 298p. $3.50. 
Avid murder mystery readers must warned once 
that this book contains nothing new. comprises three 
“Poirot classics” written between two and three decades 
ago: The Mystery the Blue Train, Death the Nile 
and Murder Mesopotamia... Those familiar with the 
originals themselves with the Christie formula will 
know without further advice whether they might wish 
purchase this omnibus for library gift. 


For the uninitiate, may said that Miss Christie 
writes fairly straightforward murder mystery with 
some attempts characterization real, not mon- 
strous, people. There are times, these efforts, when 
dialogue and objectified introspection are banally ex- 
pressed but general the style tolerable. The plots 
are ingenious and necessary clues are usually given. 
However, since the trademark all three stories here 
the genius the famous little French sleuth, the 
significant fact always one which Poirot alone can 
recognize such, and each book ends with long 
explanatory chapter which the detective reveals 
his confidant the moment the subtleties reasoning 
which have led him another triumph. 


Suitable for elder teenagers and all adults. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Nugent, Francis Edward (ed.) 
Father McNabb Reader 
Sept. 23, 1954. 227p. $3.50. 


The introduction this collection sets forth very 
sound reason for gathering anthology out the 
works Father Vincent McNabb: bring the author 
the attention people who might otherwise never 
come know him. Father McNabb has been dead for 
eleven years; much his utterance was, its very 
timeliness, ephemeral, and there danger that this 
zealous Dominican may forgotten time when 
his memory should kept vigorously alive for the 
inspiration modern apostles. 


The editor seems have made wise selection out 
Father McNabb’s extensive writings. doubt there 
will readers who will lament the exclusion this 
that particular piece, but the ones that are included 
certainly attain one the editor’s primary objectives: 
let the personality the author come home the 
readers. Perhaps the whole that personality not 
here; through these pages one catches but glimpse 
Father Vincent the earnest student Sacred Scripture, 
just outline Father Vincent the distributist. Yet 
what one does see clearly Father Vincent the lover 
God, and the most important purpose the 
anthology fulfilled; for was love God that ani- 
mated this man’s study, his preaching, his advocacy 
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distributism. People might have found fault with 
Father McNabb one other his many activities, 
and particularly his social and economic theories, 
but his primary motive was obviously earnest 
love his Lord that was not open criticism. The 
collection includes some diversified informal essays, 
some short biographical studies, some verse, few 
apologetic pieces, and ten retreat conferences. Almost 
all these works are intensely personal, very revealing. 


Father McNabb was busy man and the extent his 
activity may account for the fact that the written word 
was poor vehicle for his personality. seems safe 
say that his more personal writings show his most 
obvious defects writer. His personality comes 
through some these essays and conferences spite 
of, rather than because of, his style, which has tend- 
ency grow mannered, bit florid, fall into 
some embarrassingly obvious devices such iteration. 
The essay Francis Thompson, for instance, some 
ways one the best the book, has expressions too 
Thompsonian for good prose. But the writer’s per- 
sonality strong, and does manage break through, 
happily for the reader. 

Most these retreat conferences were admittedly set 
down from notes—they are the conferences actually 
delivered and so, quite naturally, they seem times 
disjointed and unpolished. They are, nevertheless, 
eminently worth having and knowing. fact, this 
whole collection worth having and knowing. 


William Hill, S.J., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Condry, William 
Philosophical Library. 


Thoreau 
Sept. 20, 1954. 114p. $3.50. 
Thoreau has always seemed, this writer, one 
the neglected minor masters American literature. 
fits into the same category with Henry James. They 
created works which one feels should read, but 
somehow reader never gets around them. Both 
were superb stylists who were fiercely conscious the 
craft writing; they labored lovingly over the form 
their diction, deeply inbued with sense classical 
elegance and simplicity. Unfortunately, both have 
missed the popularity which neither them would 
have preferred. (At least that last true Thoreau; 
about James there seems prevalent idea that 
resented the mass reading public ignoring his books.) 


Even his own lifetime Thoreau was little under- 
stood. Despite his friendships with such cosmopolites 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Horace Greeley, and Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, remained aloof from inten- 
sive human relations, preferring the solitary peace and 
mystery the outdoor life. enjoyed the pleasure 
observation over conversation his beloved coun- 
tryside around Concord. True, journeyed elsewhere 
—Cape Cod, Maine, the White Mountains—but his 
laboratory was the microcosm his own backyard. 


Why, age America’s “manifest destiny” and 
western expansion, deliberately turned his back 
the challenges his times not fully exploited the 
author this biography the New England panthe- 
istic transcendentalist. His occasional eruptions into 
print and speech about the social injustices slavery 
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and John Brown only serve whet the appetite the 
reader know more about this strange and fascinating 
poet-naturalist who had the strength his convictions 
ignore urban opportunities for the distinctly selfish 
welfare his own peace soul and mind. 


Thoreau’s disenchantment with material progress the 
criteria human happiness, his rapturous enjoyment 
the singular and simple manifestations natural 
life, and the fundamental facts what did and 
when did are all successfully presented anyone 
making his first acquaintance. These are definite ac- 
brevity that the weakness the work lies: Mr. Condry 
has not seen fit—or has been probe 
deeper into the reasons why Thoreau was the man 
was and why did the things did. 


Condry eulogizes compassionately and sympathetically 
man who, him, was the epitome noble soul. 
this one-sided presentation there lost the flavor 
impartiality and provocation. small example: the 
author never raises the point that Thoreau, 
escape the primeval state, might have been fear- 
fully fleeing from the chaltenges world into which 
could not fit, even though wanted to! Con- 
stantly this hinted at: his rejection New York, 
his geocentric emphasis Concord, his dislike 
feminine companionship. But this picayune point 
not worth fussing about too much. Despite its omis- 
sions—undoubtedly the result having reduce the 
material fit the format the Philosophical Library 
for those who have not yet fulfilled their resolutions 
become acquainted with him. From this biography 
Walden, Thoreau’s masterpiece, only short step 
for Condry has been wise enough quote extensively 
from his subject’s works. These are exciting enough 
make you the shelf and take down your neg- 
lected and dust-covered Thoreau. Realizing Condry’s 
devotion his subject, that will enough for him. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
John Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Scott, The Man Who Made Wine 
Dutton. Sept. 10, 1954. 125p. $2.00. 


The story wine interwoven with the story 
man. The chronology inverted but done 
artistically that the reader never wishes other- 
wise. The little incidents carefully woven into the 
story the grapes and the wine are the glimpses 
humanity work and play, love and sorrow. 

For Michel Rachelet wine making was not means 
end but end itself. has lived full life 
and the wines produces cover the full range his 
quality man. 

This beautiful story, told simply, prettily and un- 
usually. contains some fine observations and com- 
parisons. “The comparatively poor wine, was 
none the less individual. Like plain woman who has 
charming smile, had lovely bouquet.” again, 
“Vines could not cheated. They were the masters 
and men the servants.” 


Scott Fernan 


word about the illustrations Biro. any one 
who has known about vintage each illustration 
appear masterpiece. They are realistic yet just 
like the story they will appear idealized poetic 


This indeed rare kind novel imaginatively 
signed whose story will recreate the reader’s mind 
the relationship between one’s life and one’s devotion 


one’s work. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 


Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Fernan, John, S.J. 
Course for College Students 
Volume III, The Mystical Christ 
Printed for LeMoyne College Georgian Press. 


This the third volume projected four volume 
course for college students the same author. The 
course has its central and unifying factor the “new 
life have God.” The first volume spoke this 
life existed Chirst Himself; the second, Christ 
communicating this life His church His sacrifice 
Calvary and the Mass. 


The third volume intends explain how the church 
communicates this life men with the resultant union 
study the actions the early church depicted the 
writings the New Testament, particularly the Acts 
the Apostles and the Epistles St. Paul. The 
tailed chronological study highlights events that reveal 
the internal nature the Church, and study made 
Paul’s own analysis the church the body 
Christ. Where the Scripture account only suggests 
vague about certain powers qualities the church 
the dogmatic pronouncements the church are intro 
duced round out the notion the Church. 


The historical study really flowing commentary 
the scripture account. The commentary bracketed 
constant reference each succeeding verse the 
scripture and gives the substance the difficult 
tences St. Paul. thus becomes easy guide 
the reading and interpretation the sacred writings 
instead substitute for them. The central theme 
pointed out repeatedly and the individual epistles 
are also summarized the light the theme. The 
historical narrative ends with study the Encyclical 
the Mystical Body the culmination and synthesis 
many centuries thought the church the 
facts recorded the New Testament. 


The style the treatise simple and clear and arrest- 
ing insights are offered struggles the Church and 
the strangeness the attacks and smears she has 
endure. Any criticism would have made 
what the book does not treat rather than what 
treated. The mystery the church vast and far 
reaching that any treatment seems too meager and in- 
complete reveal her all her comeliness and beauty. 
Anyone who would like increase his esteem and love 
for the Church will find this volume great help. 


William Schaffner, 
University Scranton 
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